Robert Campin and Rogier van der Weyden

Worksheet 9

1. What is the meaning of the following imagery in Robert Campin’s Merode Altarpiece?

Lilies:

Mary’s position on the floor:

Extinguished candle:

Joseph drilling holes in a board:

Mousetrap:

Open door through which patrons look:

2. Describe the portrayal of Joseph on the Merode Altarpiece.

3. What is the likely identity of the background figure of the left panel of the Merode?  What iconographic role does he play here?

4. Describe the stylistic relationship between figure and ground in Van der Weyden’s Deposition.  

5. How do the expression and postures of Christ and Mary in Van der Weyden’s Deposition compare to other images of them that we have seen?

6. What is Denis the Carthusian’s relevance to Van der Weyden’s depiction of Mary in the Deposition?  

7. Who was Carel van Mander?  How did he describe Van der Weyden’s work?

8. What is the overriding theme of the Miraflores Altarpiece?  What role do the archivolt images play in that theme?

9. Why is Mary sitting on the ground in the left and right panels of the Miraflores?

10. Is the Final Appearance of Mary a commonly depicted subject?  What more commonly known iconography does the right panel of the Miraflores recall?  

11. Why is Mary dressed in different colors in each panel of the Miraflores?

12. Who was the patron for Van der Weyden’s Last Judgment?  To which saints is the painting dedicated?  

13. Whose work was Van der Weyden trying to emulate in his Last Judgment?  What visual evidence suggests this?

14. Who are the key figures depicted in the center of Van der Weyden’s Last Judgment?  

